Infantile spasms in one member of a family with benign familial neonatal convulsions.
Seven members of two generations experienced benign familial neonatal convulsions (BFNC) in the neonatal period and/or early infancy. All but 1 family member had a good prognosis. One family member with infantile spasms (IS) was delivered by cesarean section at 37 weeks gestation. Birth weight (2,562 g) was slightly lower than that of other family members. At age 20 days, adversive seizures started. At age 1 month, 10 days, she developed complex partial seizures (CPS) and IS. Interictal EEG showed hypsarrhythmia. Biochemical investigations and head magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scan showed no abnormalities. Treatment with valproate (VPA) and carbamazepine (CBZ) stopped the seizures, and she had no seizures after age 3 months. Psychomotor development was moderately delayed at 8 months. This is the first reported case of a severe epilepsy, IS, in association with BFNC.